Bob Murphey Storytelling Contest Procedures:
The contest should run from 11 am-1 pm.

I) Before the Festival

A. If anyone has preregistered, make sure you have those forms at least 1 day prior

1. Since there are two divisions (Children and Adult), separate the forms into the respective categories.

2. Begin to determine a rota for the contestants. Within the children’s division, it is probably best that you not group young children to follow the older, teen contestants (if any). Place all the younger children first (this seems to “warm-up” the audience), and follow with the older ones.

3. For adults, “blind draw” is probably best.

B. You will need to find at least two judges for the contest, but three are best so there will be more consensus.

1. You should not be a judge—as moderator, you will need to be “impartial”

2. If possible, find someone who knew or heard Mr. Murphey to be a judge. If they are present, a member of Mr. Murphey’s family is a great touch and I am sure one of his daughters will be glad to do so.

3. Make sure the judges are present at the competition at least 15 minutes prior to the beginning.

4. Last year Archie McDonald and Floyd Dobbs judged and I am sure they will do so again this year. Bruce Partain has also asked Ab Abernathy to be involved.

C. Go over judging procedures with the judges. They are:

1. Personality and “presence”—How do they interact with the audience? Are they engaging? Reaction?
2. Humor. The essence of a Bob Murphey “story” is its humorous quality.

3. Is it a Bob Murphey type of story? Is it a story Bob would have told? Is it one that “pokes” at East Texas life? Does it have colorful characters? Does it contain elements of East Texas rural life?

II) Day of Festival

A. Arrive at least 30 minutes early to the bank conference room. 
B. Make sure it is set up to accommodate the contest.

C. Place registration/sign up materials so that potential contestants can walk-up and register for the contest.

D. Make sure the judges have arrived; give them a comfortable seat!

E. Before beginning the contest, solicit and give one last opportunity for anyone to sign-up. You will get the majority of your contestants the day of the festival. Cajole or do whatever to convince people to become a part of the contest.

F. After all registrations are completed, determine an order utilizing the same criteria as pre-registrations. After determining the order, announce how it will proceed.

1. Children’s contest is first

2. Adult contest follows

G. The contest is scheduled to begin at 11:00 A.M.; I would not actually “begin” it until 11:15.

III) The Contest

A. Begin with an introduction of Bob Murphey—who he was and why the contest in named for him. A sample follows would be: “Anyone who knew Bob Murphey would tell you that he was first and foremost a “storyteller” who spun colorful yarns about his beloved East Texas and East Texans. By profession he was an attorney, but his avocation was making people laugh and spreading good cheer. Through the years he became a much in demand after dinner speaker and entertainer. He even recorded “story” albums. Bob’s humor was of the type that we just don’t get to hear much anymore—it was “clean,” as rooted in the soil as a carrot, and always told with a twinkle in his eye like he was in on some sort of inside information that only he knew. He was a great humanitarian and a treasure of Nacogdoches and his beloved East Texas. This contest in just one way we can honor him.”
B. Announce how the contest will proceed: Each contestant will tell a story—children first, adults to follow—and after they finish, the judges will them render winners: We award 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in each division. 
C. While the judges are determining the outcome, you will need to keep the audience engaged. This may give you an opportunity to tell a story of your own—go ahead, it’s fun!

D. Make the awards—you should have a voucher of some kind for the contestants to go pick up their prizes, which are Blueberry Festival T-Shirts. The adult 1st place winner in each category also gets a free one-year membership to the East Texas Historical Association, a copy of the book Making East Texas, East Texas, and a copy of Lovin’ that Lone Star Flag. The 2nd and 3rd place winners will get a copy of Making East Texas, East Texas. You should have a form for them to fill out and return to the ETHA office to receive the ETHA membership. All three children’s winners will receive Blueberry Festival T-shirts. You should be provided with a voucher for that.
IV) After the contest

A. Take the names of the winners to the appropriate spot (the coordinating site in the Visitor’s Center) so that they can be posted and announced to the media.

B. You’re done! 
